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Composing a Life is an oral history project with
the goal of engaging students, alumnaeli, and
community leaders in the stories of women who
have the potential to inspire and guide, to revenl
the complex interplay of religion and culture in
hman life, to uncover realities of Christion tradi-
tion a5 embodied in diverse lives and contexts, and
to raise theological and existential questions for
further reflection.

[n particular, the project secks to;

1} preserve the stories of women who have built
strong lives through their moral authority;

1) reflect on the challenges and contributions
of women in the social fabric of history;

3 reflect on women's wisdom—meanings in
their lives for the larger human community;

4) teach through oral history, by gathering
and interpreting women's lives in classes, in
events, and in the archives of Pitts Theology
Library at Candler $chool of Thealogy.,

The wamren pichired here are anrong those whose
stories vy been recorded throwgh the Ceal Hisrory
Froject, Their tives are reflective of ooy others who
Frerve wrandie sigwificant contribaiiogs fo chrdh amd
socicty ared who seree as mrentors, friends, ant role
rrodels o athers

Women's Stﬂl’lES—building
women's lore for the present
generation and women's archives
for future generations

“God's purpose in

caring tor you is 50

that God may use you,
may trust you,

may change the

world with you,”

— Leswetime Kifly, Bishog, Useired Mrth-
adret Ol

“The well-being of the
women of my mother’s
generation and older
depended on their quilt
making. . . . This was holy
WOk, —Reberta Bowd, Professar
Emervtur af Chrrch Flistery, Condlir
Sehond of Themlogy

“As a child, I loved to

read mythic tales and the
Hebrew Bible, . . . Concern-
ing the Bible, the Rabbis
said, “Turn it over, turn it
over, for everything is in
Tt —Carnd Mewsews, Charfes Howand
Cornaller Profrasor of CHA Timtomed,

Cornaler Scfhon' af Themogy

*“I went to Sunday school
once in my life, There was
a church opening in our
neighborhood and one of
my triends said, ‘If we go
to that church, we will get
cookies” And | thousht,
*Free cookies, okay!™ —swomee ‘
Fom, Seudent Lile ond Cropus Miwssiry

Chrrewearst Sohond of Theplogy

Challenges and
Contributions

to the social fabric

“We must be partners
with the Holy One in our
own liberation and in the
ultimate redemption of
the world. . . . The world
is a profoundly broken
L"'LII-.'I:‘ " — Leita Gal Berner, Rabby,
Faol Amed, The Mosthern ¥Vomraso Beoon-

sfrusranist Commpsriy

*1 was a minister’s

wife who had already,

in an early appointment,
gotten my husband
maoved for my civil
rights work." —Rase
.|I.Il|'.£llln'|'i'illlr. ?i_‘r\.l{.']q'.l. |'|.-|-.n.;.'|-.:'-.r.

.'u|.'r.|1||r

“Teetering between life-
affirming oration and
death-dealing silence,
black women have faced
charges, challenges, cri-
tiques, chastisement, and
confirmation of carrving
the word of life to those
who have selective hear-
il'l:u.f.."'—Trr-r'-.l Fry Brawn, Assarmare
F‘n-..;-_-_.p-..r ot Homaehos Comaer Scheal
af Thindagy



“We can't get along be-
cause we fear each other,
We've got to give that fear
up. ... We have to ask
the God who saves us to
remove this fear in our
|i.'p'l£!"+."—.';-.-u i Dreed W71, Vice
|"|:.-.-.|'r-|r.|'i-- Srudenr |‘|_|:;'|I|.""= awd Dhean
..f:'-rn'ulclln..‘-'l'ml.'.lr.lllflg l'.".'\.'l'l._t;r

"What do we infend

to leave as a legacy for
posterity? This calls fora
turning around—a conver-
ston toward the humanity
of the other, . . " — ey Amba
Ohteyore, Pr ::.'in-\s. il I'||||.|II.|.1.;:|'. Thindey

.|'|'|I.|||.I':|::I.'I.I|..";|.'I||:rlllr:|'. Legail, i
Faemier Llepiicy Ciewernl Secretary, Wordd

Casaned] ||.r.|:..|'||1"|.'l:|l.'£

I am very excited about
the Interreligions Coun-
cil and the wark we have
been able to da in build-
ing interreligious respect
and umic'mEuldiu'l_".“—.v..w-.
Hewrp Crowe fél, Dlanw -\.i.|'-r.|.\.- l:.'.l.'\.||'.|.|l

el Hl.l-l!.cl'.ll.l.l- Life, Buiary Ulndversay

"We see ourselves |in the
local church| as a light 1o
the community. We had
an attempted suicide that
we were able to help avert.
Our newest minisiry 15
ot Al r_'r:-?..'hl‘.-fjl program
and our katherhood

i.l] || |d.| i'r'e."—:.nrl.lln'.' Al rians D2 T,
Fasror, M. A. Hrown Memorka! Unirad
Merhodie Churcl, Missspp

Women'’s WlSdDm
—meanings for the larger human
community

*If you're going to ad-
dress oppression at any
level, then you have to
address oppression on all
|1."'|."l,,'|:i-."' Al Abi-Fles I T
03T, Progroiws Acacute, Wmes in
Thrligy cwed Miwisary, Cawaller Seigd
af Thinkigy

*“1 think Jesus gives us
some help . . . enabling us
to see the need to move
from servant to friend.”

T uedine Grand, Fuller E. Collaway
Prafessor af Spsteaneric Thoology,
Tmterdenominurioms] Theelogpion!

[ ermer

*Keeping Sabbath
reminds us that we

are not in control of
our own hives, God 15"
Bridpeste Young, Assomate Dean
af the Choaped ard Helipions Life,
Fanary Ulreiversiny

TEEI Ch iﬂg Through
Oral History

"1 can identity the hrst
times when [ knew the
Church was calling lorth
gil'tﬁ from e that 1 didi's
know were mine to give.
While a teenager, the
Church asked me to do
things that WEre grown-
up kinds ol things." —~Lawm
Mesdenfall, Prendear, Colaobi

'I'|'||..il.|.l;|;|..'ul.."irlll:mlr:r

“The grace of God
Eives you ywur life.. ..
Mothing is ever
hopeless, ever.”—sam

ARSI ARTOCEN Conne | F ractor,

L n'.'.:_".l\."r.'.'\.l-]'lI|.|_,'.:\..' Anaual Cosference

Li

"I one of my classes, |
asked, "What s one of the
frdst important issies we
face in our commumity
taday?” The answer came
back, "Our youth and our
families. Well, what shall
we do abotl 17—
Srraay Winidesy, I"I-._|'i.:-\.l.=r of Clerdenian
Edicarfon and Chorch Mk, daeede-

sgweet enonal Thasfogaal Cenaer

The Gﬂthﬂfiﬂg of stories

continues . ..

k1

MNever underestimate
the battles won and

lost in the previous
generation.’ —nar Sdf.
Fsfor awad Farmer Secretarwei o} the
Caseovonn g thy Sivims and Bole aof
Womm, Uifed Metbasisi Chaerch

For upcoming events, women s stories, resources,
and further details, see
hittps/ s candler.emorv edw OHP

For maore information contact:
Mary Elizabeth Maore, Director
Women in Theslogy and Ministry
Candler School of Theology
Emary Liniversity

Atlanta, GA 30322

mumoore MEemaory.edn

We thank the Wabash Center for funding of the
Women in Thealogy and Ministry Oral History
Project, and we thank Candler School of Theology
for continuing support.
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